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SBA Bestows Puerto Rico Small Business Person of the Year Award

Small Business Exporter, Home-Based Business Champion, Family-Owned Business 

Also Honored

SAN JUAN — The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) Puerto Rico & U.S. Virgin Islands District Office today bestowed its Small Business Person of the Year Award to Isabel De la Torre, president of Marketing Arts, Inc.

During its annual Small Business Week Awards Ceremony the SBA also presented district and regional awards to a Home-Based Business Champion of the Year, a Small Business Exporter of the Year and the Jeffrey Butland Family-Owned Business of the Year.

“Today we salute a group of outstanding individuals, whose dedication and perseverance have helped them achieve the dream of becoming entrepreneurs,” said SBA District Director José R. Sifontes. “They are the epitome of what successful small business ownership is all about.” 

De la Torre, nominated to the Small Business Person of the Year Award by the Women’s Business Institute, began her career over 20 years ago in Philadelphia, where she worked for a locally renowned women’s apparel designer and retailer. Her agency –Marketing Arts-- provides a wide gamut of integrated communications services, from advertising campaigns and sales promotions, to graphic design, packaging, and TV and radio production, among many others.  With over two decades of experience in branding, advertising and marketing, De la Torre has developed projects for multinational corporations such as Frito-Lay, Colgate Palmolive, Johnson & Johnson, Pepsico and Verizon, to mention a few.  

Home-Based Business Champion of the Year María Isabel Laborde started her business –Isa’s Bread-- in the garage of her home four years ago, working many hours alone to bake 10 bread varieties daily, until a visit to the Women’s Business Institute led her to maximize the business’ potential by opening her first point of sale at one of the largest shopping centers in the metro area. Today, Laborde volunteers with the WBI by helping other clients design Web pages for their very own home-based businesses and by sharing with them her knowledge and experiences.

Small Business Exporter of the Year Jorge Toledo is founder and president of T & C Distributors, Inc., a business engaged in the distribution of hardware items such as iron works, door locks, padlock and hinges, among others. 

--more--

Established since 2003, the firm counts with over 350 clients and over $3.5 million in annual sales, and markets its products locally at hardware stores and main chains such as Sears, Wal Mart and The Home Depot, in addition to exporting to 12 countries, including the Domincan Republic and Panama.

Jeffrey Butland Family Owned Business of the Year recipient San-Mar Manufacturing Corporation is a company engaged in the manufacturing and distribution of natural refreshments under the name Cool River.  Established by the husband and wife team of Otoniel and Gloria Sánchez in the early 90s, the firm is now under the leadership of the Sanchez’s children Aileen, Glorimar and Luis, with annual sales in excess of $1 million.

“For more than four decades the SBA has celebrated Small Business Week to publicly acknowledge the sacrifices entrepreneurs make each day to help their small businesses grow,” Sifontes added. “The contributions our awardees have made to Puerto Rico’s economy are exactly what this Island needs to get on the path to recovery.”

During the awards event, the SBA also recognized its participating lenders, who in fiscal year 2007 helped the district office achieve production of 765 loans with a value of $93 million.

--0--

For more information about all of SBA’s programs for small businesses, visit SBA’s Web site at www.sba.gov/pr.                                 
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